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Welcome from Principal Underhill



House Model Vision
Create a dynamic and collaborative middle 
school model experience that is responsive
to the needs of all learners and supports
them as they thrive intellectually & social-
emotionally. 





Our Mission
Create a dynamic and collaborative middle 
school model experience that is responsive
to the needs of all learners and supports
them as they thrive intellectually & social-
emotionally. 



Honors
Please encourage your students to select at least one 

honors class in a core subject area of strength. By taking 

an honors class, your student will be provided more rigor 

and have increased independence.



House Model
◼ Core Interdisciplinary Model (On Team)

◼ English

◼ Social Studies

◼ Mathematics (except Algebra 1 HN & Geometry I HN)

◼ Science

◼ Special Education Self Contained, English Language Learner Courses, World Language, CTE, Fine 

and Performing Arts, AVID, and General Electives will have students across all teams



House Members
● Teachers

○ English

○ Social Studies

○ Math

○ Science

○ Special Education

○ English Learner

● Admin (Principal, Assistant Principal and Dean)

● Counselor

● Itinerant Members of the 

Team (May Rotate IN/OUT)

● Social Worker / Psychologist

● Reading

● Some EL Teachers will be 

split across 2

● SRC (Self Contained SE)



Sample Bell Schedule

23-24 Bell Schedule for Houses

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SsLbyn7JL1TsqWK03f4rI5iTIqdnBz4j/view?usp=sharing


Student Schedule
1. English 8
2. Civics 8
3. Math
4. Physical Science
5. Health & Physical Education
6. Elective
7. Elective
8. Advisory

* Typical student schedule



Core Classes
Standard/Honors Courses

AA Courses

*Students must be found level 4 eligible to take AA courses. Students that are level 4 eligible take English AA, History AA, and
Science AA courses.



Special Programs
● Advanced Academics
● Spanish Immersion
● Special Education
● English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)



English Electives
Creative Writing-This course focuses on building skills and expertise as writers. 
Instruction will focus on the writing of poetry, short stories, plays, etc.

Magazine & Yearbook-Students learn basic publication and journalism skills. Magazine 
focuses on Literary Magazine Layout. Yearbook focuses on designing the school yearbook.

Media Communication/Sandburg News Show-Through this course, students will apply 
communication skills using different types of media.Students will earn the tools for 
working in front of and behind the cameras.



PE Elective

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PC5o2nXbeKMpzsXEIc69hk17K8a2lQ6kOHaU488IQrA/edit?usp=sharing


World Languages

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1KITzSBqCdRs5nJXNt_pfpJ29o2dLnDGuvbR9S365ib0/edit?usp=sharing


Fine & Performing Arts

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1s43BKXTUonbGGnjfv2qZqfTyEKZAloW5/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=118192966783048440853&rtpof=true&sd=true


FACS/CTE

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1a110HhaAZK32_FFOz_GNCpy4x5G4nPjtVHVz-HEPdO8/edit?usp=sharing


GENERAL ELECTIVES
AVID-For rising 8th grade students that have already applied and been accepted. This course is designed to 

support motivated, capable students in pursuing a rigorous course of high school study leading to acceptance to 
and success in a four-year college or university. Through a variety of instructional techniques, students develop 
skills in higher-level thinking, writing across the curriculum, and reading strategies for accessing challenging 
course material. In addition, students participate in college, career, and cultural exploration activities, including 
field trips.

Career Investigations (NEW)-This course is designed to help students identify and demonstrate the workplace 
skills that employers desire in their future employees. Students analyze their personal assets; explore career 
clusters, career pathways, or occupations; and draft an Academic and Career PLan based on their academic and 
career interests

Leadership-For students interest in initiating, organizing, and participating in school sponsored events to 
promote service learning, improve school climate, and foster a sense of community



Electives



Course Selection Timelines
Feb 29-March 1 Rising 8 pre-advising presentations through Social Studies

March 4-12 Rising 8 academic advising through PE

March 15       Deadline for course requests to be entered into SIS

March 15         Deadline for course change requests



SIS StudentVue/ParentVue

You can change 
the language here



SIS StudentVue/ParentVue



Important Information

For more information about our course offerings, please visit our academic 
advising website: 

https://sandburgms.fcps.edu/academicadvising

https://sandburgms.fcps.edu/academicadvising


Important Information
Contact Name Area/Subject Email address

Georgiana Rati ESOL Department Chair glrati@fcps.edu

Denise Bridgeman Special Education Department Chair dsbridgeman@fcps.edu

Lindsay Macaleer Reading Specialist ljmacaleer@fcps.edu

Toni Collins Registrar tlcollins2@fcps.edu

mailto:glrati@fcps.edu
mailto:dsbridgeman@fcps.edu
mailto:ljmacaleer@fcps.edu
mailto:tlcollins2@fcps.edu


Important Information

Eugena Weaver

Director of Student Services

ejweaver@fcps.edu
Student Services Line: 703-799-

6120

Eric Underhill

Principal

ewunderhill1@fcps.edu
Main Office Line: 703-799-6100

mailto:ejweaver@fcps.edu
mailto:ewunderhill1@fcps.edu
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